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Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


To those who are new, welcome to Mars Hill; if you are a guest at one of our Sunday services, we'd love to know you better. 
Please take the time to fill out an information card, available in your seat or at the information desk. Drop it in the offering basket 
during service — if it’s your first time, a little info about who you are is your offering to us- or slip it into one of the triangular 


information kiosks in the foyer. 


Stop by our “Connect Center” — located in the SW lounge just off the main foyer- after any service for a casual introduc- 
tion to our church community. For more information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If 
you have additional questions, please email life@marshillchurch.org. 


Vox! Pop! Changes! 





by Andrew Myers 


Devoted readers of Vox Pop: 
both of you will be excited to hear 
about some exciting changes 
in our little publication. Here’s 
what's up: 


Sections! 

Human beings have a silly desire 
to categorize everything and we 
at Vox Pop are no exception. In 
the works for some time now, 
the June issue marks the of- 
ficial unveiling of Vox Pop’s six sections: MH News, People, 
Awareness, Culture, Expression and Bodylife. News and 
Bodylife will cover the goings on directly related to the health 
and operation of our immediate church body, while the other 
four sections will explore what it means to be a lover of Jesus 
within the context of relationships, the world, society and art. 
Each of these four sections lies under the careful watch of a 
devoted volunteer, a “section editor,” in charge of filling two 
pages each month. For this issue, each section editor has writ- 
ten a brief introduction that describes their vision and plans. 


Mugshots! 
The thought of creating Mars Hill celebrities makes me want 
to puke. Vox Pop is by no means an effective launching pad 
for notoriety and adoration, but along with the aforementioned 
“categories for control” complex, humanity also suffers from 
mortality fixation; our sinful nature desires renown so that our 
names will live on, thereby “cheating” death. Of course, as 
Christians, we know this to be an ugly, sweaty lie, but the 
temptation still exists, so until now we've refrained from includ- 
ing photos of our writers, designers and other volunteers. 

However, through the wisdom of our fearless leader, 
Pastor James “Kingpin” Harleman, the Spirit has schooled 
me. By remaining incognito, Vox Pop staff may avoid hand- 
shakes and double-takes in the restroom, but we risk creating 
an elusive mystique: pride disguised in the false-humility of 
anonymity. So the question remains: pictures or no pictures? 
We're screwed either way if our motives aren't holy. 

Starting with the section editors, we're going to start 
including pictures of the people who bring you Vox Pop. The 


motive: clear any mystery that shrouds the publication—if none 
exists, consider this a pre-emptive effort—in order to destroy 
any separation between Vox Pop volunteers, children’s min- 
istry volunteers, security volunteers; we are the same Body, 
serving different functions, side by side (Romans 12:3-8). 

Our pictures call us out, not as celebrities but as humans. 
One of the reasons why Vox Pop exists is to cultivate intimacy 
within an enormous church. If we can recognize each other as 
we do church together—on Sunday or Wednesday, at Gasworks 
or Capstone—we're one step away from anonymous blob of 
4,000 people and one step closer to authentic community. 

All that, and if you know what we look like, you'll know 
who to approach with story ideas and input, and that'll make 
my job way easier. 


Forum! 

Speaking of ideas and input, | have no idea if anybody reads 
this stuff. My mom goes to this church and | don’t know if she 
even reads it (Mom’?). At the very least, | do know that many a 
Vox Pop travels from the front door to the sanctuary floor—is 
it a bore?—because I’ve spent a few Sunday afternoons col- 
lecting fallen soldiers, crumpled and forsaken. Does anybody 
look at this newspaper? Does anybody care? 

After we ran an article about Jericho Junction tryouts 
last month, | asked Dick McKinley (Children’s Ministry) how it 
went. Two guys tried out. Two. Out of 2,000. Is a newspaper 
worth it, or are we just throwing money away (along with lots 
and lots of newsprint) every month just to give the cleanup 
crew something to pick up off the ground after service? 
Honestly, | don’t really care either way. If the church needs a 
newspaper, l'Il do it. If a newspaper is a waste of the church's 
resources, I’m out. 

In an effort to better gauge the pulse and make Vox 
Pop a more engaging source of information, ideas and 
communication, we're rolling out a Vox Pop forum on the 
members’ website. The idea is that the forum will serve as 
a catalyst that encourages people to read Vox Pop, discuss 
content, ask questions, share ideas, offer feedback, etc. This 
will help us improve the newspaper, but the objective is not 
a better newspaper. Like | said, Vox Pop exists in large part 
to cultivate church intimacy. That can’t happen if nobody's 
reading it or talking about it. Hopefully the forum will help. 

As a ministry, this is where we're at. Six months 
and chugging ahead. The scenery’s looking good. If you 
want to jump up on this train, there’s plenty of room. Email 


voxpop@marshillchurch.org for more info. And now, game on. w4 





Exposed 


the Play-by-Play 


by Jessica Gilroy 





From April 29 to May 1, more than 300 Mars Hill women 
gathered at Camp Berachah to confront their sin and draw 
closer to Jesus. 


As many know, Friday traffic is bad in Seattle. Without much 
time to spare, the five of us riding together thought we were 
going to be late. The first session started at 7:00pm, and, sure 
enough, we rolled into Camp Berachah at 7:01pm. Leaving 
our bags in the car, we rushed into the lodge and were im- 
mediately thankful; in typical Mars Hill fashion, everyone was 
running late. There was plenty of time to hit the bathroom, 
check-in, get nametags, grab a packet of complimentary tis- 
sues and find seats. 

Crystal Munson started off with an introduction and 
summary of the weekend agenda. Upon review of the note- 
books, complete with syllabi, session outlines and plenty of 
room for notes, it was obvious that this was not going to be 
a typical “retreat.” Over the course of the entire weekend, 
only one hour of free-time was scheduled (for reflection). 
Obviously, that the ladies in charge had one thing in mind: 
teaching. 

After Crystal, Shelly Jennings led 236 women in some 
of the sweetest worship music ever heard. The melody of the 
gospel as hundreds of female voices melded together with 
quiet piano music was incredible. Tears came to many an 
eye and the tissues were at once useful. 

Saturday began at 9:00am with breakfast. The session 
didn’t end until after 10:00pm that night. Except for two meal 


breaks and an hour of reflection, the schedule was booked 
solid with teaching, sharing of experiences, wisdom, scrip- 
ture and time for repentance. 

Grace Driscoll taught from James 1, about the trials and 
temptations of life. She challenged all to overcome temptation 
with the help of Christ, to embrace trials, to bring them before 
the Lord and ask Him what He wanted to teach. Grace ex- 
plained that every choice has an impact; none should be taken 
lightly and everything should be brought before the Lord. 

“Discontentment is sin. We keep our eyes on ourselves 
and do not focus on the love of Christ and others.” 

Meredith Stinson relayed phrases such as this to an 
audience of more then 300. She shared her own journey: 
about finding satisfaction in God alone, and explained that 
discontentment is a disease which spreads through all of our 
being. She taught that fulfillment can be found only in Christ 
by those who truly seek Him; there is incredible joy in the 
discovery of who He truly is and the manner in which He 
reveals Himself. 

Kathryn Harleman, wearing aptly chosen red and black, 
ripped apart the idealized Hollywood perception of romance 
and love. Married women nodded in agreement, engaged 
women smiled in anticipation and single women frowned 
with new acceptance. Hope remains for all the single Mars 
Hill men: all myths about topic have been exposed! 

Kathryn spoke realistic expectations into the hearts of 
all about the nature of love: flowers and jewelry are nice—as 
are “sparks” and “passion”—but true love exists only in and 
with Christ. We are to model our relationships after Him, not 
allowing our perceptions or emotions to rule our hearts and 
lives. 

“God cares what | put in my body? Oh yes!” Crystal 
Munson took the stage again to challenge all in a sin many 
people shy away from: gluttony. Crystal told her own story 
of how God illuminated this sin through scriptures like 
Romans 12:1-2: Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of 
God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship. 
Crystal’s sermon touched many hearts; a new Bible study is 
underway with the intention to address the sin of gluttony. 

Many women play Barbies as children, read Teen 
Magazine as adolescents and then struggle with the con- 
cept of beauty as adults. . Shelly Jennings spoke about true 
beauty. She transformed the cliché “beauty comes from the 
inside” to “beauty comes from Christ” and challenged all to 
find beauty and worth in Him alone. 

Tonya Moi brought forward another subject that is 
often kept behind closed doors: sexuality. With a moving 
testimony of redemption and grace, Tonya shared scripture 
that established God-not sex—is love. He is the Comforter 
and our identity is hidden in him. He forgives sin, helps us 
turn from evil desires and reveals true, pure love. Those who 
belong to Jesus Christ have crucified the sinful nature with 
its passions and desires (Galatians 5:24). 

Sharing her story of redemption, Jenny Smidt unwit- 
tingly proved that God had authored the entire weekend and 
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saved her from each sin discussed. She encouraged all to 
take the opportunity to turn from sin and “return to Christ.” 
She quoted a passage from Isaiah 44:22 to demonstrate that 
God has erased all of our transgressions in order to draw us 
back to life in and for Him alone. 

Saturday night included singing and communion. The 
lodge was filled with music that seemed to echo worship in 
heaven. Afterwards, there was time for reflection, an amazing 
time of repentance, fellowship and prayer, which called for a 
few more tissues. 

On Sunday morning, all felt bare and “exposed,” which 
made way for Jonna Petry’s message of God's judgment 
and the risk of not taking it seriously. We are compelled by 
grace to live in the truth of Christ and not use His mercy as an 
excuse to sin. “We must fear the holy and right God,” was the 
admonition she left us with as the retreat came to an end. 





Jonna Petry sharing her message. 


For one evening, one day and one morning, eight 
women spoke the Truth: life is not about us. Our lives are 
about Jesus Christ, the Lord and Savior. It is our call and our 
joy to worship Him, find our strength in Him and live for Him, 
Him, Him, HIM, HIM! 

The lives of believers may be hidden from the world but 
they are exposed to Christ. As Christians, we must continu- 
ally allow Jesus to expose sin in our lives so that He can help 
us to overcome and draw closer to Him. Read the Bible. The 
Word of God is ready and waiting. Do not be complacent. 

Don’t sit at home, drowning in self-pity, wishing for 
weight loss or a prettier face, or you risk ignoring the call to 
give God His glory and to enjoy Him forever W4 
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Photo by Christine Francisco 


John Hoover 


1982-2005 





Mars Hill remembers church member John Hoover, 
who passed away last month. 

To read a pastoral response regarding the life and death of 
our brother John Hoover, see Pastor Bent’s commentary on 
the members’ website. 


Hoover (as he liked to be called), was in our men’s community 
group. He was in the original men’s CG group (nicknamed 
the “Romans” group) which started about 3 years ago. He 
later continued to be in the group led by Paul Miller (when the 
group multiplied last fall). Hoover also served faithfully at the 
sound booth on Sundays, and made our homegrown com- 
munity group band sound much better with his keyboards. 
We loved “The Hoov” ... 

—Wilson Raj 


He was so, so sweet and kind and thoughtful and funny and 
intelligent....Fawn and | loved it when he came to any of our 
get-togethers. He’d be on his bike and still stop at a store 
to bring something to contribute. | remember that he loved 
one of my favorite bands, too - Over the Rhine. He had a big 
heart. A dear, dear brother...so much sadness now. 
—Shana McGinnis 


John was one of the kindest, most diligent people I've ever 
known. He took on a lot and gave a lot. Can a person be 
alienated by their selflessness? He's gone, and we've lost 
something of tremendous value. The fact that there’s no 
second chance with this, no chance to make it right is just 
beyond belief. Please pray for his parents. They must be 
great people to raise the son that they did [...] they just lost 
more than most of us ever will. 

—Michael Adeney 
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A passage from a poem 
by Shaun Smith 


now you are face to face 

with the hope you lost sight of 

now you know the embrace 

that was missing all those lonely nights 


this life feels pretty dark sometimes 
the end can’t come too soon 

lonely days turn into lonely nights 
even your friends never really know you 


but now you are face to face 

with the hope you lost sight of 

now you know the embrace 

that was missing all those lonely nights 


we'll keep running, john 

though we stumble every day 
we'll keep fighting and holding on 
until we hear the father say 


now you are face to face 

with the hope you so often lost sight of 
now you know the embrace 

that was missing all those lonely nights 


(RIP, John. Someday l'Il know you in 
the way | should have when | had the 
chance) 


| had the pleasure of working with John on several tech related 
projects for the church. He originally became involved many 
years ago by allowing us to use several of his photographs for 
the MarsHillChurch.org web site. Later, he lent his knowledge 
and expertise on several projects, including elements of the 
members’ site. Many of the sermons found on MarsHillChurch. 
org were edited by him. He was a quiet and humble servant, 
and his fingerprints are to be found throughout our church, 
especially within the tech and sound ministries at Mars Hill. 
He was very bright and reliable, constantly thinking of new 
ideas for how he could use his skills to serve the kingdom of 
God. He will be sorely missed, but remembered by me with 
joy for the humble servant of Christ that he was. 

—Jason Wendorf 


The only memory | have of John is sitting around the island in 
his kitchen, with one of his former roommates, eating brown- 
ies, sipping on tea, learning how to say hello in Korean, look- 
ing at his photograph, and hearing about his alligator that 
was stolen off his bike and his campaign to save it. It was a 
beautiful thing to hear the characteristics he reflected to so 
many. He will be missed. May the Lord bless and keep you 
as you walk through this trial. 

—Emily Olsen 


| can only say that | met John a couple of times in the last year 
or so, mainly through volunteering with the church. | didn't 
know him that well, but was extremely moved by the show 
of people and what they had to say at the memorial service. 
After hearing how he lived his life, | felt very humbled. | was 
so amazed at all the things he was involved with, | felt like | 
knew him a lot better. Even from the words of the individuals 
from the University, | could see Christ clearly in his life. He 
will indeed be sorely missed, even by those who knew him 
only a little. 

—Mark Blair 


An anonymous poem 
| love you John, but I’m pissed at the liar 


| know what it’s like to have sin staring me in the face 

so closely | can’t even see around its ugly head. 

My sin and the sin of others falling on me. 

Some how everything beautiful disappears behind it. 
Every ounce of hope. 

Every inkling of change. 

All love and gloriousness of God's creation. 

His plan. 

His redemption. 

The only glimmer of hope found in the absence of here 
and the premature presence of home with God. 

| know the feeling and reasoning that there is 

only one way out. 

The way out of it all. 

The end of it all. 

| know too well what it’s like. 

But I still don’t understand. 

And now I know what It’s like to be one of the many 

left slapped down by the aftermath. 

Devastation sets in as a man so loved by God, so used 
by God, so sweet and steadfast under God makes one 
bad call while being blinded by the poking and prodding 
fingers of satan. 

The pain we all feel right now is nothing compared to the 
eternal eye poking God’s mighty smoking finger will have 
on that liar. 

Thanks be to God for justice. 

Thanks be to God for redemption. 





What is 
“Awareness”? 


By Ryan Brett 





This section, 
Awareness, was 
created to help 
shed light on the 
ministries, activi- 
ties and events that 
are supported by 
the participation of 





our congregation. 

Mars Hill is about connecting to our culture, to become 
part of a family that reaches out to the world in which we 
live. Many among the Mars Hill congregation do just that, 
committing their time, energy and money to causes, organi- 
zations and events that strive to further the Kingdom of God. 
However large or small these movements are, they make an 
impact, and it is there types of activities Awareness will be 
highlighting on a monthly basis. 

Community at Mars Hill involves so much more than 
just the day-to-day operations and events within the walls of 
our church. Each person that attends has their own story, 
their own life, their own story. Usually this isn’t as visible as 
everyone may hope. As the section lead of the Awareness 
section of the VoxPop, along with the rest of the Vox Pop 
staff | plan to bring these stories to life and make them 
known. My focus will be to bring the Christian world outside 
of Mars Hill, that Mars Hill folk participate in, to light. 

Upcoming articles include a series on Acts 29 church- 
es (see introductory article on the opposite page), Seattle 
Street Youth Ministries, Lust Free Living, Young Life/Wild 


ENTERING 


AGCTS2°9 


Vox Pop’s bimonthly exploration 
of the A29 network 


By Ryan Brett 





In case you haven't checked, there is no 29th chapter 
in the Book of Acts. But, that’s kind of the point. The name 
is meant to imply that the work of this organization is a 
continuation of the missional nature of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Although the Acts 29 Network (A29) is a major part 
of Mars Hill's mission, except for the basics, the work it 
accomplishes remains relatively unknown. Eighty percent 
of church plants fail, but A29 breaks that trend. At the mo- 
ment, A29 has planted 47 churches in North America and 
100 churches internationally. 

Given the lack of recognition A29 gets, we at Vox Pop 
thought it would be informative to shine some editorial light 
on the subject, maybe even prompt a few of us to take 
action ourselves. 

In the year 2000, out of a mission to grow the 
kingdom of God, A29 was created. It’s a “trans-denomi- 
national, peer-to-peer organization” based in Seattle right 
off Leary Way in Ballard. (Doesn't that location sound 
familiar?) The idea filtered out of a partnership between 
Mars Hill and a “mega-church” in Florida called Spanish 
River Church (SRC), pastored by David Nicholas. 
SRC had the funds and the calling to plant churches but 





Life, and more. 

Help out the Awareness section by keeping us up to 
date with information on happenings connected to Mars- 
Hillians. If you have a story about something you think 
the congregation would like to know about please email 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org and be sure to include the 
word “Awareness” in the subject line! 

If you are involved in some type of ministry outside of 
church and you are interested in having it highlighted in an 
issue of the VoxPop, please contact me at rtbrett2@hotmail. 
com (please include the word Awareness in the subject 
line). 

Ok, my most dreaded part of this assignment: info 
about myself. | feel like I’m writing a want-ad. Ok, here goes. 
I’m a member of Mars Hill and have attended for about three 
years. What else...I’m a sinner, but I’m working on it. I like 
to write, that’s why you're reading this right now. | also like 
to eat and wear shirts. That’s about it. See you in the future 
issues! \% 


AWARENESS 


lacked a pool of relevant applicants. Mars Hill had a healthy 
source of applicants but lacked the financial backing to get 
it done. 

Mars Hill and SRC came together and a partnership 
was formed. After a few years of doing great work, the of- 
fices bounced from Florida to Portland, OR. Then, in 2003, 
the offices were assimilated by Mars Hill, A29 moved to 
Seattle and SRC broke off their connection; the scope 
grew beyond their vision. 

The goal was to provide a system of assistance 
and support to new churches that hold our same core 
beliefs. A29 stands on a foundation of biblical teaching 
and constant, relevant and relational cultural involvement. 
Through this they help startup churches gain their footing 
on a slippery cultural slope. You could say that A29 uses 
various means to make sure the footing takes root. They 
use doctrine, beliefs, and a solid application process and 
training program to do so. 

Doctrinally, A29 seeks to be biblically solid, “Spirit- 
led and Scripture-directed,” steeped in knowledge and 
wisdom through God, and, at the same time, innovative in 
terms of responding to and participating in the culture that 
surrounds the church. To have missional effectiveness, 
A29 believes in connecting to the world through scripture 
and culture, letting the latter change and the former stay 
constant. 

Although A29 is focused and defined, it is not a cen- 
tralized business office. There is no model. Many church 
plant organizations re-create a specific model that worked 
in one place and time, attempting to apply old methods in 
a new cultural setting. A29 knows that this type of manu- 
factured church does not work. They use no model, except 
for the Bible. 

According to Pastor Steve Tompkins, director of Acts 
29, the philosophy of the network is, “We don’t want you 
to work on our dreams. We want you to work on yours.” 

A29 main purpose is to seek, find, and train “the call 
of the Lord in people.” To borrow the Mars Hill nomen- 
clature, A29 holds Scripture in a “closed fist” and let's 
churches within the network define themselves through 
“open-fisted” items and cultural tendencies. 

The Acts 29 Network was formed not to control, 
but to help create. They want to serve and support the 
churches they plant through training, financial assistance, 
time and people. Acts 29 helps establish new churches 
so they can become fruitful and help other new churches. 
Church-planting funds are not sent to A29. Rather, A29 
churches send financial support directly to other churches 
within the network. 

If a church planter desires to join this network, 
they must take it seriously. An extensive process of 
interviewing and selecting prospective pastors to plant 
churches ensures that each church plant will be viable and 
productive, based on doctrinal standards. 


(continued: SEE ‘Acts29,’ page 6) 
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Acts29 
(continued from page 5) 

Each prospective pastor must complete a battery 
of objective online testing to start out the process. After 
that, a more subjective and relational approach takes 
place, best described as “getting to know the applicant.” 
A part of this process is the “Boot Camp,” an extensive 
period where prospective pastors are analyzed and 
evaluated for strengths and weaknesses. Through this 
process, the prospects create a strategic plan for their 
church. After this, if recommended, you will be accepted 
and commissioned to plant a church with the help of the 
A29 network. 

After commissioning a new church, the network re- 
lies on the help of those churches that have grown from 
its own work. Each church plant controls what churches 
they tithe to and support. 

For instance, Mars Hill supports 13 churches on 
a month-to-month basis, including Seed Church in 
Bothell, Harambee Church in Renton, Seaside Church 
in Bremerton, Oikos Fellowship in Bellingham and 
church-planter Arjuna Chiguluri and Vision Nationals 
Ministries of India. 

Acts 29 director and Mars Hill pastor Steve 
Tompkins is very knowledgeable and brings a history 
of church planting and 11 years of pastoral experience. 
Steve took the position in 2003 when Eric Brown 
stepped down to serve at Imago Dei, an A29 church in 
Portland, OR. 

Pastor Steve is very excited about the current 
growth and viability of Acts 29, which is “almost dou- 
bling in size every year and still gaining traction. In effect, 
we are still in baby diapers, still in our infancy.” 

Steve just returned from an A29 Boot Camp in St. 
Louis where 14 new candidates out of 175 that passed 
muster. There are 120 current applicants ready to navi- 
gate the application process, ready to grow the Kingdom. 
Steve expects to plant around 35-40 new churches this 
year alone. A29 expects a steady and consistent growth 
for the future with increased national visibility. 

The A29 Network is an integral part of Mars Hill’s 
mission. Therefore, Vox Pop staff will be traveling around 
the region to visit A29 churches and give our brothers 
and sisters here at Mars Hill a taste of what is happening 
around us in this regular feature, “Entering Acts 29.” 

A29 continues its mission to preach the gospel 
to everyone. The last verse in Acts 28, referring to 
Paul, says, “Boldly and without hindrance he preached 
the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Like Paul, the Acts 29 Network is striving to do 
just that. www.a29.org 


“Entering Acts 29” will appear in the Awareness sec- 


tion on a bimonthly basis, beginning in July 2005 with 
a look at Doxa church in West Seattle. 
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What is 
“Expression”? 


By Elliot Strong 





For a long time | have 
felt that Christians 
should be at the fore- 
front of their respective 
cultures and societ- 
ies in every sense: 
art, literature, science, 





music, philosophy, etc. 
If Christ is our Creator and Redeemer and we are to mimic 
Him in our lives, then one would hope that we would strive to 
be a vibrant, creative and intelligent community of believers. 

And looking around Mars Hill, this is exactly what you 
would see. There are many talents and many gifts present 
in the congregation of Mars Hill, some obvious and some 
subtle, but | hope that the creativity that God has gifted all 
of us with in one way or another shines through in this arts 
section of this new Vox Pop newspaper. 

The fact that Mars Hill strives to be active in the arts and 
culture of Seattle is one of the things that drew me in three 
and a half years ago, other than their dedication to Jesus, of 
course. But one could approach those two things as one 
and the same. As Christians, we don’t need to disengage 
ourselves from culture and create yet another subculture 
in the fractured landscape of American society. We don’t 
need to create another brand of obscure and inacces- 
sible-to-the outsider art. 

God called us to be the salt of the earth. We won't 
point people to Jesus by being mediocre and bland. Jesus 
didn’t redeem us to live a life of quietly blending in and 
never making a statement. This is why we should be lead- 


EXPRESSION 


ers and trendsetters in art and in other areas-- to stand out 
and try to demonstrate a little bit of God’s beauty to the 
world around us and ultimately point towards Him. 

My hope is that this section will provide a small outlet 
for some of the creativity within Mars Hill and showcase 
not only some of the best art in our church but in Seattle, and 
that it will speak to anyone who picks it up. 1% 
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What is 
“People”? 


By Amity Egge 





Reading through the 
Book of Genesis as a 
church has taught the 
Mars Hill body how God 
works through the lives 


of His people: through 





the gift of undeserved 
grace over moral action. 
In effect, the pillars of our faith, no more than we, are loose 
sand on the beach. We see God sustain and protect those 
He has chosen, even through grave and perverse mistakes. 

In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined 
according to the plan of Him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, 
who were the first hope in Christ, might be for the praise of 
His glory (Ephesians 1:11-12) 

Each person who attends Mars Hill has a story to share. 
Sharing these stories with each other as a unified body is a 
testimony of how God works out His providence, His sover- 
eign guidance, in the lives of His people. 

The People section of Vox Pop will share a few stories 
each month to reveal how God works through each life in a 
unique and awesome way to glorify His sovereignty over all 
of creation. 

My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in 
the secret place. When | was woven together in the depths 
of the earth, your eyes saw my uniformed body. All the days 
ordained for me were written in your book before one of 
them came to be (Psalm 139:15-16) 


Besides conversion stories, there are many different 
ways to God works in the lives of his people. His work extends 
beyond dramatic encounters and spiritual 180’s. Sometimes 
the most powerful stories are happening right in front of 
our eyes. 


Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be the glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, 
forever and ever amen. 
Ephesians 3:20-21). 


When | began working as editor of the People sec- 
tion, | decided that each story must have a theme. There 
are so many different aspects and perspectives to people’s 
lives and people are usually driven by more than one thing. 
Focusing on a theme, however, reveals God working in a 
specific way. And perceiving God’s action in one particular 
part of one person's life shows that He is ever present in 
everything that we do. He is ever present in so many different 
ways, all according to the gifts and abilities of the individual 
and the individual plan of God. 

So in Christ we who are many form one body with 
many members and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others, (Romans 12:5) 

God's glory can be revealed in a test or trial, a bless- 
ing, the use of a gift, in service, in repentance, in trust, in 
conversion, in faith. Through examining and reading about 
the stories of people in the Mars Hill body, we see God at 
work. Seeing God at work in His different and unique ways 
helps us to examine our own lives and see God even in the 
mundane. God wants to be with us in the mundane, so that 
the mundane may become an expression of His love. 1% 
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MarskHill 


Outdoor Golf Classic 
A Benefit for 


I agathos 


Saturday, August 27 


Golfers, Volunteers and Sponsors Needed 
Contact: Meilee Lim limmei@gmail.com 











film&theology 


lam your 
BREE EERE REE 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
us aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“The Incredibles” 
Friday, June 17, 6:45 p.m. 
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Serving God 
through the 
gift of teaching 


Member Profile: Alex Dunn 





By Venus Tan and Amity Egge 


As an English major at the University of Washington, Alex 
Dunn was often asked the big question, “how do you plan 
to use your degree?” He always answered in the negative, 
he did not want to be a writer and he did not want to be a 
teacher. He was not sure what he wanted to do, but God 
was slowly working his heart toward teaching. 

God began forming Alex's heart toward children while 
he was still a child. He grew up in Savannah, Georgia, where 
every summer he would participate in YMCA summer camp 
in nearby Brevard North, Carolina, from the age of 7 to 15. 
Alex enjoyed YMCA camp so much, he decided to continue 
on as a camp counselor for two summers in high school. He 
taught activities such as kayaking, archery and camp crafts. 
He took some time off after high school to work other jobs 
such as construction and painting houses. He returned to 
camp counseling the summer of his junior year in college at 
White Mountains in New Hampshire. 

Looking back, Alex can recognize God's providence in 
his landing the camp counselor job in New Hampshire; it 
renewed his passion for working with kids. He worked with 
the 10 year olds, teaching various outdoor activities. His 
fondest memory of that summer was when the whole camp 
would get together for square dancing every Friday night in 
the gym. 
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It was at this camp in New Hampshire that God finally 
revealed His will for Alex to become a teacher. 

“I remember picking up my Bible one day after lunch 
and reading as much of the book of Genesis as | could,” Alex 
said. “I wrote down all my questions about who God was and 
how he worked in our lives, God laid it on my heart to want to 
work with kids as a career, as a teacher.” 

Alex is currently teaching the Book of Genesis in the 
7 to 10 year old class every other week at Mars Hill. He 
also teaches second grade at the Open Window School in 
Bellevue, which is a private school for talented and gifted 
kids whose IQ's are in the 95th percentile. 

Alex is humbled by his job, because it challenging to 
teach children with high intelligence. As Alex puts it, “it is not 
the same as teaching canoeing, swimming and baseball.” 
He teaches his students all subjects like science, math and 
social studies. 





“For | Know the plans | have for 
you, declares the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future. 

Then you will call upon me and 

come and pray to me, and | will 
listen to you. You will seek me and 

find me when you seek me with all 

your heart.” Jeremiah 29:11-13 
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However Alex's job is not all hardship, he enjoys teach- 
ing so much that sometimes he does not even feel like it is 
work. He aims to share his gift of teaching that God has 
given him and is thankful that God helped him to find His 
purpose in a fulfilling career. 


Alex has also found success in his approach to teaching, 
because he looks to God, how his Father approaches him. 
“God has a wonderful way of teaching. He guides us, but He 
allows us to make plenty of errors along the way,” Alex said. 

When Alex teaches he provides instruction and then 
tries to allow his students to work independently through 
their lesson. When his students make errors or need guid- 
ance he offers more help. 

“Working with kids gives me a sense of how God deals 
with me. God can reach me through my mistakes. He can 
let me be frustrated often, but He’s with me and reminds 
me that I’m still learning each life lesson. He gives me direc- 
tion and the Bible is the instruction manual that | can keep 
referring to,” he said. 

Alex also understands that in order to be a good 
teacher he must have patience with his students as God has 
patience with him. He understands that his students are not 
going to grasp all concepts instantaneously. They have to go 
through a process, which can sometimes take awhile. 

Another characteristic that Alex values in his profession 
is his integrity. He feels that honesty and good character 
make him a good role model, which is what children need 
most. 

“Kids these days don’t have as many positive role 
models in their lives to guide them, to direct them in choices 
that are more appropriate. There is a lot of media and things 
going on in the world that the kids take up, which negatively 
impacts their growth and what they believe,” Alex said. 

Alex tries to love all his students unconditionally, even 
when they act out or misbehave, because God loves him 
unconditionally. Alex knows that it’s normal for kids to act 
out, that’s what they do. They might be trying to get attention 
or have some issues in their life that are causing them to 
struggle. So Alex aims to be attentive to all of his students. 

Alex also values his faith when he teaches. He tries to 
start out everyday with a prayer that God will use his words 
and actions. He also prays for the energy to work with the 
kids, because they take a lot. Alex believes that praying 
throughout his day makes a difference, because sometimes 
the classroom can get a little crazy. Overall, praying serves 
as a reminder that God is leading him and not the other 
way around. 

Alex cannot talk about God at the Open Window 
School, but likes the opportunity to talk about Jesus at Mars 
Hill. He feels that when he teaches in the Children’s Ministry 
it actually helps him to have a better grasp on God's Word. 
He also has to study the Word more, because he has to 
know what Scripture says in order to teach it. 

“In the Children’s Ministry,” Alex said, “I can talk about 
Jesus and teach about who He is and how He forgives us. 
Reminding [the kids] the basics that God loves us, He wants 
us to love other people, He forgives us and there is nothing 
He can't do. Kids need to know that they are not alone and 
when they pray, God hears them.” \% 


Knowing a 
Father 


The journey of Pastor Lief 


By Amity Egge 
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“For he chose us in him before 
the creations of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight 
In love he predestined us 
to be adopted as his sons through 
Jesus Christ, in accordance with 
his pleasure and will.” 
(Ephesians 1:4) 





When Pastor Lief Moi met Pastor Mark Driscoll at Antioch 
Bible Church in Redmond, Washington, he had an impres- 
sive resume. At one point Lief was going to Bible College, 
working in construction full-time and housing unwed moth- 
ers. Lief had also worked with street youth and teenagers in 
gangs. At Antioch, he taught an Apologetics class, and had 
a weekly radio program on KMJW. He volunteered his time 
and services to all the opportunities that came his way. He 
worked hard for God. 


After getting to know Pastor Mark though, his view on 
God and his own walk began to change. Mark explained to 
him the concept of God as his Father. 

“| just began to pray and ask God, ‘I want to know you 

as a Father. | have no concept of that,” Lief said. 
Lief did not understand that God was his Father, because he 
grew up without one. Growing up without a father led Lief to 
see all men as figures of authority. Therefore, as he would 
work hard to do a good job for a boss at work, he worked 
hard for God, hoping that his work would please Him. 

Once Lief realized that he was a child of God, and noth- 
ing that he did or did not do, would make God love him more, 
his heart changed. 

“It's hard, because a lot of times your identity gets 
wrapped up in what you do,” Lief’s wife Tonya said. According 
to Tonya, the couple had been running themselves ragged 
trying to please God. They realized that they needed to 
spend more time in fellowship with other believers, which is 
around the same time that they met Mark and Grace. 

Once Lief committed to a deeper relationship with God, 
he learned how to be a good father to his four children. He 
cherishes being a father everyday, especially when it comes 
to doing the things for his children that he missed out on as a 
kid. He feels grateful that he can provide for his children and 
at the same time see them receive his provision. 

Lief has one particular memory of what it felt like to be 
without a father. His mother dropped him off at a football 
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banquet. The whole team was inside, with their fathers by 
their sides. But he had to walk through the front door alone. 
He had to celebrate a season of football without his dad. 
His father’s absence was sincerely felt every time he played 
sports. Missing out on having his father involved with sports 
has led Lief to coach a sports team for each one of his kids. 

As acoach, Lief tries to be a father figure to all the kids 
on his team, especially during football season. Some of the 
single mothers ask him to spend extra time with their sons 
outside of practicing and game days. He gives these boys 
both discipline and encouragement. 

One of Lief’s favorite memories as a coach was when 
his son Lars hit a winning homerun on Father's Day. Lief also 
remembers trying to coach soccer for his daughter Tarah, 
and treating the team of four and five year old girls like a 
football team, running them through football drills. 

Lief also enjoys being spontaneous with his family. He 
will come home from work and tell his family to pack their 
bags. The Moi’s will drive to a place they’ve never been to 
before and camp for the weekend. This spontaneity gives 
Lief and his family unique experiences to appreciate and 
cherish. Lief has found that in spontaneity he can express his 
love to his family. 

“God has used my children and my relationship with my 
children to show me his heart for me as a father. Really the 
main thing that | want for my children is for them to receive 
the love that | give them. It’s really what | want and it’s what 
God wants. He forgives us and we are adopted as his sons. 
And really what he wants is for us to simply receive the love 
that he is giving us,” Lief said. 

Lief has found comfort and rest in the knowledge that 
God is his Heavenly Father. He does not have to strive for 
anything. He knows that as a sinful man he loves his children 
to death. And yet God, who is perfect, loves him much more. 

“| have learned more about who | am as a man. Being 
a father to my children has taught me more about God than 
any college class | have taken or any book that | have read,” 
he said. But most importantly being a father has helped Lief to 
put an end to the ancestral sin of his parents. When he came 
to Christ at 14 years old, he prayed that God would stop the 
line of sin and death in his family. Lief now sees that in his 
children. 

“He’s not only been my earthly savior, from knowing me 
at my worst and choosing to love and nurture me through 
my life, but also with the kids he is never intimidated by their 
sin,” Tonya says of her husband. “He always welcomes us 


to confess our sins, and forgives us and helps us to walk in 
obedience,” she said. w 
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What is 
“Culture”? 


By Joey Rice 





“Culture.” The title kind 
of makes me feel like Jai 
from Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy, but my 
hope is that this section 
will take an approach 
to culture that is less 
about what is hip and 
more about what is true. 
| want to investigate the 





interface between the 
body of Christ and the rich essence of art we encounter in 
the society around us. Not just what we typically deem to be 
meaningful art, either. My desire is that we take a sobering 
look at all culture and consider how we are to approach it. 
Pop culture, fine art, the music industry, Christian artists, 
films, literature, theology, revolutionary expression—all have a 
viable seat at the cultural table world around us. 

To date, we've had articles about a Christian art college 
in the Seattle area, an interview about indie rock with KEXP’s 
John Richards, a review of the Christian mythmaking of C. 
S. Lewis’s mentor, George MacDonald, and a write-up from 
a person in the Mars Hill environs who did an internship at 
Capitol Records. In July, member Royden Lepp’s comic art 
will be featured in Vox Pop. Clearly, the spectrum is broad. 
I'm eager for the Mars Hill family to contribute their areas of 
intrigue and the challenges they face in culture—be it Seattle’s 
quirky nature, prime time TV or a beloved painter. | expect to 
explore unexpected realms and predictable territories alike. 


VV 
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Capitol 
Records 


By Ainsley Gerharter 





Editor's note: Ainsley Gerharder is a Mars Hill attendee, 
SPU senior and hip indie scenester who had the chance 
of a lifetime: a summer internship at LA's Capitol Records. 
She returned with more than a few more freckles and a 
lighter version of her strawberry blonde hair. Ainsley also 
brought back a gold-plated “Chingy” belt-buckle, some 
amazing connections in the music industry and stories of 
Ben Gibbard showing up at a Rilo Kiley CD release party 
to do a live version of “Such Great Heights.” Who gets to 
do that?! Ainsley agreed to share her experience with Vox 
Pop. What follows are her responses in her own words to 
questions of how she wound up with such an incredible 
opportunity, what she experienced at Capitol and how her 
faith played a role in her interactions with the industry. 


Summer of 2003 these two guys came into my work to use 
the restroom. Being that part of my job was to talk to anyone 
who came in, | struck up a conversation with one of them. He 
introduced himself as Alex and mentioned that he was only 
in town for the night, on tour with a band. Ha, | laughed to 
myself. Don’t feed me the band line. Everyone is in a band. 

But | humored him and continued talking. He mentioned 
they were playing a show that night and he would put me on 
the list to get in. Always down for a free show, | gave him my 
name and showed up at the door that night. The show was 
at a piece of junk venue in Portland that | had never been to 
(nor will | ever return to). Afterwards, however, Alex saw me 
from their bus and pulled me onboard. He claimed the venue 
was a booking mistake and that they never played in places 
like this, so | sat and met the rest of the band and heard some 
of their music. 

To make a long story short, that night marked the 
beginning of a friendship with Alex, then the bass player 
in Yellowcard. | toured for a few shows with the band, just 
soaking up the totally new scene. | got to be with them as 
they were first experiencing big breaks and tasting the joys 
of being signed to a major label, Capitol Records. 





Ainsley, illegally parked 


At a Yellowcard show in Seattle, a representative from 
Capitol flew up from LA to check on the guys. Since | had 
been having so much fun seeing the music world behind- 
the-scenes, | talked with him about jobs in the industry. He 
mentioned he could always use interns. It being November, 
| stayed in touch and in summer 2004 moved to LA to intern 
in the promotions department on the 8th floor of the Capitol 
Records Tower. 

Being a junior at Seattle Pacific University, | had no 
intention of getting a job with Capitol. | was simply there to 
experience more of the music industry and milk the sweet 
perks of the job. Soaking up all the new experiences of work- 
ing for a major label, | went to free shows nearly every week 
and even ventured to a VIP Chingy CD release party. Picture 
and go- 
go dancers. Let me just say | was a fly on the wall and loving 


” 


a scrawny little white girl amongst “big booty ho’s 


being able to be present but unnoticed. | also helped myself 
to unlimited CDs, vinyls, videos, promotional merchandise, 

etc. As an unpaid intern, the perks were my payment. 
Working full-time, however, | inevitably made some con- 
nections that have evolved into job opportunities in LA and 
New York. So far, the Lord has closed those doors in one 
way or another, and | continue to seek guidance from Him 
as to what my career will be post-graduation. Working at 
Capitol did, however, affirm my love to do the business work 
(continued: SEE ‘Capitol Records,’ page 11) 





Anyone want to review Thomas Kinkade? Now there’d 
be a good conversation starter about Christian art and what 
it's “supposed” to be. 

Ultimately the idea is to get us to think about who 
we are in light of the many ideologies and aesthetics that 
bombard our lives. How do we, as believers, respond? What 
good can be found in unexpected places? What untapped 
beauties have we yet to discover? What forgotten corners 
await rediscovery? 

If you're passionate about an exploration of this nature, 


CULTURE 


I'm looking for serious writers who would be willing to work 
on pre-determined subjects and/or their own ideas with some 
regularity. If you’re not a writer but like to read books, listen 
to music, see movies and enjoy art, throw me a bone about 
anything you think deserves a shout out. Let’s be honest, 
I'm a lit major with a penchant for indie rock and my dad 
teaches classical painting—what | consider interesting 
might be a yawn to someone who loves drum and bass 
and Left Behind. Send your ideas and inquiries my way: 
joeyrice@gmail.com. W4 


Capitol Records 
(continued from page 10) 


lam good at (finance and marketing) in a flavorful and spicy 
environment. | also have to admit that | loved the constant 
chance of celebrity sightings. It was always a surprise who 
| would run into in the elevator of the Tower. | shared an el- 
evator with the president of the Capitol Records, R&B artist 
Houston, local rock band Squad 5-O, and | shared a building 
with the Beastie Boys and Paris Hilton. 

It wasn’t until after leaving LA that | began to critically 
evaluate my time with Capitol. | loved the time | spent there, 
but parts of the experience turned me away from working 
long-term in the industry. It is a cutthroat business with no 
job security. Turnover is high and loyalty low. People have 
no problem switching companies and turning their backs 
on former co-workers. It appeared necessary to watch your 
back. Also, there were times when my morals were asked to 
be compromised. Compiling finance reports for the Senior 
VP of Promotions, | was asked to mask sketchy items for 
approval. Although a business student, the “business lan- 
guage” of music is slightly different from the professional talk 
that | am used to. | quickly got over the shock of hearing the 
VP's shout profanity between the offices. To hear a sentence 
with more regular words than swear words was unusual. | 
found myself yelling, “Earmuffs!” in response all too often. 

Undoubtedly, my favorite part of the experience was the 
people | met and the friends | made. Each day never failed to 
provide a lot of interesting, absurd and adrenaline-pumping 
convos with one of my co-workers. And, by the Lord’s work, 
| managed to maintain neutrality in a department of unique 
and sometime conflicting personalities. The Lord blessed me 
with a solid Christian friend high up in the company. She held 
me accountable when the industry fogged my judgment. LA 
and the music scene is a powerful force to be reckoned with. 
Only there for a summer, | did not develop a relationship with 
a church community to be my rock while immersed in the 
vices of the work. If | pursue music as a way to intertwine 
culture and the gospel in the future, | will be sure to have 
a community of believers to live life with. The entertainment 
industry thrives on catering to the desires of human hearts, 
and unfortunately human hearts can be unclean. 

With my connections at Capitol, | was able to explore 
the music industry as an avenue to combine my passion for 
culture and my commitment to the gospel. The Lord has 
blessed me with acceptance from worldly people while 
standing by my choices and values. My heart's desire is 
to work closely with people and have my relationships and 
life-choices be my witness. At Capitol | worked in a funky 
and flavorful atmosphere of diversity. Everyone in my depart- 
ment had a unique story, from being a roadie with the Rolling 
Stones to being a wife in an arranged Arabic marriage. The 
Lord granted me favor in the eyes of many individuals, and | 
developed friendships and revealed my heart to the people | 
was surrounded by. 1% 





Ask the Elders 


The Question of Homosexuality 


| am a student at a fairly liberal university and for the past 
week or so, | have been studying a young adult novel, 
“Boy Meets Boy,” on one of my classes. By the title, it is 
obvious what the book is about. | find myself struggling 
with the “judgemental Christian” stigma when it comes to 
homosexuality and | could really use some verses and 
advice on how to explain myself and what | believe to be 
true, about God and about certain lifestyles he wants us to 
refrain from. | know | am not the judge and I know that God 
commands us out of love to refrain from certain sins, all 
sin, in order that we may be closer to Him. But in talking to 
someone who does not know God, nor believe in Him, what 
do I say about this sensitive subject of homosexuality? 
Rebekah 


Rebekah, 

Pastor Bent here. You can’t escape the emotional battles 
associated with homosexuality. The Bible is very clear about 
the subject (Romans 1: 26-32). You didn’t draw the lines, nor 
did |. God did. 

The issue is bound up one’s view of how God has cre- 
ated people. God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness,” and then did exactly that, creating “man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them” (Gen 1:26-27). 

What does it mean to be an image bearer? 

We are created with gender and we possess the com- 
municable attributes of God. We desire justice, exercise 
compassion, express creativity, etc. We are guilty of sin: 
bending our godly attributes inward for self-protection, self- 
advantage and self-indulgence, rather than applying them ap- 
propriately. We are meant to love God with all our hearts and 
minds (which means agreeing with him), and to love others as 
ourselves. We are all inflicted with “self” as our priority. 

“Boy meets boy” represents a fanciful utopia that 
ignores dirt under the fingernails, body odor, STD's, AIDS, 
sex addiction, false intimacy, the pains of abandonment, 
discipline by shaming, physical and sexual abuse. Reality is 
grotesque. 

| have lost count of the life stories | have heard about 
men struggling with same sex attraction. It is heart wrenching 
to enter into their stories, not because of what the hetero- 
sexual world does to them, but because of what they do to 
one another. Betrayal, use and abuse are common themes. 

Another common theme is “dad.” Men who struggle 
with homosexuality often had a father who was emotionally 
absent, violent, invalidating and mocking. Listening to their 
stories often reveals an acceptance of the lie: they are not 
man enough. They are not complete. They are defective. 

Their quest to fill this emptiness enlivens upon first 
discovering the attractiveness of the male body in magazines, 


BODY LIFE 


or after enduring sexual abuse from another man. What was 
missing in them appears to be in another. The richness of 
sexuality and maleness is awakened by discovering maleness, 
rather than by discovering the wonder of what it is be know 
and be know by a woman, distinctly and wonderfully other. 

Without condoning it, we must understand that homo- 
sexuality is very complicated and has its origins in childhood. 
It is not genetic, but learned. It is interpretive; we all read 
meaning into what other say to us, about us. 

If homosexuality were genetic (I do not concede this 
in the least), the answer does not change. Though some 
men are genetically disposed to alcoholism or overeating, 
God does not expect predisposition to rule. We are called to 
behave as men and women who do not enter into behavior 
that is not in agreement with Him. God has endorsed two 
relational states: celibacy and marriage between a man and 
a woman. 

For a man struggling with homosexuality, it is important 
for heterosexual males to come alongside of them and model 
masculinity, invite them into the family structure to witness 
the rich relationship between man, wife and children. Men 
struggling with homosexuality need to be challenged as men 
and to be called, engaged and expected to perform in a non- 
sexual, masculine environment. 

Rebekah, the environment you are in will most likely 
not receive this perspective because they have already sur- 
rendered to the notion that homosexuality is genetic: “God 
is in the way of my happiness and my self-fulfillment, so I'll 
eliminate him for consideration.” 

At Mars Hill, we have a community of men who are 
attracted men. Together, they engage in the struggle to be- 
come what they have been designed to be. They have given 
their lives to Jesus and agree with Him. These are the folks 
you can come alongside, encourage, befriend and expect of 
them manliness. 1% 


Suggested resources: 

Desires in Conflict, by J. Dallas 

Strength in Weakness, by A. Comiskey 

Someone I Love is Gay, by A. Worthen and B. Davies 
Coming out of Homosexuality, by B. Davies and L. Renizel 


On sexual abuse: 
The Wounded Heart, by D. Allender 


On sex addiction: 
False Intimacy, by H.W. Schaumburg 


Support and Recovery Groups 

Mars Hill Church offers support ministries and recovery 
groups for those dealing with homosexuality, miscarriage, 
alcoholism, sexual abuse and sex addiction. For more 
information, e-mail recovery@marshillchurch.org 
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Young Guns 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Mars Hill Church began in the fall of 1996, one week 
before | turned twenty-six years of age. At that time nearly 
everyone in the church was young. Today, there is thankfully 
a growing range of ages, though | am admittedly starting to 
feel old. 

| often pray that Mars Hill will not simply be a church 
that grows old together. Rather, we should seek to always 
welcome young people, see their lives transformed by Jesus, 
and encourage them to serve Him wholeheartedly. 

In the history of the church, much has been accom- 
plished by Christians who were young. Perhaps Paul’s 
words to the young Timothy are the most pertinent, “Don’t 
let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set 
an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith 
and in purity” (I Timothy 4:12). 

Curiously, throughout church history God has chosen 
to use young people like Timothy for significant kingdom 
work. The following are a handful of such examples that have 
greatly encouraged me and | pray they do likewise for you. 


Jonathan Edwards 

Jonathan Edwards is the greatest theologian America has ever 
produced. Additionally, the Great Awakening began in 1734 
in his Northampton Massachusetts congregation with the 
young people who had drifted away from the church, but sud- 
denly wanted to begin meeting with him about his sermons. 
Edwards began his life of ministry at the young age of 19. 


George Whitefield 

George Whitefield is the greatest preacher America has 
ever produced. He preached 18,000 sermons to over 
10,000,000 people during the Great Awakening. He planted 
150 churches in New England, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania. & Maryland. He preached in open air with 
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crowds as large as 30,000 people at a time. Amazingly, he 
preached to such crowds without a microphone and would 
cough up blood from the strain on his throat. It is estimated 
that most Americans heard him preach at least once. His 
farewell sermon on Boston Commons drew more people 
than Boston's entire population and was the largest crowd 
ever gathered in America to that time. Whitefield began his 
life of ministry at the young age of 25. 


David Brainerd 

David Brainerd is one of the greatest missionaries America 
has ever had. His passion was to convert the Native 
Americans scattered throughout New York and Pennsylvania. 
He traveled more than 3000 miles on horseback preaching 
the gospel faithfully until he died at the age of 29 after a 
lengthy sickness brought on by his constant time in harsh 
winter conditions. Brainerd began his life of ministry at the 
young age of 24. 


Methodist Circuit Riders 
The Methodist Circuit Riders were devout evangelists who 
traveled across the country on horseback to lead people to 
Christ through the preaching of the gospel and then establish 
local congregations of believers. Amazingly, four questions 
were asked in the selecting of a potential Circuit Rider: 

1. Is this man truly converted? 

2. Does he know how to keep our rules? 

3. Can he preach acceptably? 

4. Has he a horse? 
Due to the harsh conditions of living in the woods and travel- 
ing on horseback the average life expectancy of a Circuit 
Rider was only 33 years of age. Most of the Circuit Riders 
began their ministry while they were in their 20’s. 


D.L. Moody 

D.L. Moody was one of the greatest evangelists in the his- 
tory of America. His legacy today includes the renowned 
Moody Bible Church, Moody Bible College, and Moody 
publishing. Moody began his ministry with a rag tag group of 
rowdy young boys who had been kicked out of other Sunday 
School classes. Before becoming a pastor, Moody was de- 
nied church membership because he failed the oral doctrine 
exam. During his life he traveled 1 million miles and preached 
to over 100 million people. At the Chicago World’s Fair he 
preached to 130,000 people in one day. Moody began his 
life of ministry at the young age of 21 and began went into 
full time ministry at the age of 24. 


Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is one of the most well known pastors of 
the 20th century. He opposed the Nazi church in Germany 
and built an underground seminary to train pastors to remain 
faithful to Jesus Christ and not bend their knee to Adolf 
Hitler. Bonhoeffer was hanged by the Nazi's in 1945 at the 
age of 39 after writing, “When Christ calls a man, he bids 
him to come and die.” Bonhoeffer began his life of ministry at 
the young age of 25. 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon is among the finest preachers 
in the history of the church though he was not formally 
educated for the task. He pastored the world’s first mega- 
church where thousands would come to hear him preach the 
gospel upwards of ten times a week. Over 100,000 people 
attended his funeral. Spurgeon took his first pulpit at the 
young age of 19. 


Billy Graham 

Billy Graham is easily the most influential Protestant 
Christian leader of the 20th century and for me personally 
one of the most inspiring men who has ever lived. Graham 
has preached the gospel to more people in live audiences 
than anyone else in history—over 210 million people in more 
than 185 countries and territories. Hundreds of millions 
more have been reached through television, video, film, and 
webcasts. Graham began publicly preaching the gospel at 
the young age of 19. 


Various Revivals 

In addition to God working miraculously through the young, 
He is also prone to work miraculously on the young. Three 
revivals in particular primarily affected young people. 
The college student revivals under Jonathan Edward’s 
grandson Timothy Dwight brought many young Christians 
into church leadership and the Second Great Awakening 
from 1776-1810 was largely fueled by college revivals. 
The Puritans in Britain were often scoffed for being “merely 
children” because so many of them were in their early and 
mid 20’s. Lastly, the great Scottish revival is reported to 
have been mainly young people as a reported 60% of the 
mass conversions were among people between 16-25 years 
of age. \% 





is this your church home? find out... 


thegospelciass 


do you still have 
questions about 
what mars hill 
believes, or just 
about the gospel? 


join us this summer 
sun. afternoon at 3pm 
beginning july 10 

for this 8-week 
exploration of our 
doctrine & mission. 


(see events page for 
details; this class is a 
prerequisite for church 
membership and all 
other capstone classes) 





Mars Hill Community Groups 


“And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another - and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.” (Heb 10:24-25) 

Mars Hill community groups are modeled after the 
early New Testament home churches. In Acts Chapter 2, 
Christians gathered together in homes for the purposes of 
studying Scripture, bonding as a Christ-loving community 
and advancing the Gospel in their culture. They held ev- 
erything in common through friendship, prayer, fellowship, 


meals and study. 


All community groups take place in the homes of 
church members who are committed to sharing their lives 
with those who participate in their group. The purpose of 


community groups is to provide a warm environment with 
opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic relation- 
ships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, experience authentic biblical community 
with God and others, find nourishment and accountability 
as you mature in your own walk with Christ and establish a 
support center from which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A com- 
prehensive list of groups with contact information is available 
online, in the connect center, and below. 


(Please contact the host for address, directions, etc. using 
the contact information given below) 





MONDAY 


Ballard 

Led By: Ken French 
Contact: Becky Clements 
Phone: 206-297-0702 
Email: rebeccaclements@ 
hotmail.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Mark Blair 

Email: marktheblair@yahoo.com 


Greenlake 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Josh Wall 

Phone: 206-524-2032 

Email: zoned_out2@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 10am 

Led By: Tina French 
Contact: Kate Policani 
Phone: 206-418-0405 
Email: cupbkate@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Redmond 7pm 

Led By: John Rivard 

Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: 206-484-3886 

Email: john @rivards.net 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


Ballard 

Led By: Scott Richardson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: 206-783-5902 

Email: ballardcommunitygroup@ 
earthlink.net 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: (206) 235-4215 

Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 
Ballard 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Roger Iverson 

Phone: (206) 226-0984 

Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Central District 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Brian Truman 
Phone: 206-903-8545 
Email: motoroilandbedhead@ 
yahoo.com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Rick James 

Phone: 512-626-9518 

Email: denali_2000@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Everett 

Led By: Tim Quiring 

Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: 425-379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Jon Cross 

Contact: Jon and Amie Cross 
Phone: 206-782-1398 

Email: across@seattlechristian.org 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, 
Sally Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Greenlake 7:30pm 

Led By: Lee Brown 

Contact: Christy Oosten 
Phone: 206-297-6391 

Email: c_oosten@hotmail.com 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 

Led By: Dan Kronstad 
Contact: Jason Cowan 
Email: jasoncowan98@ 
yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: 206-427-7869 

Email: timzion@hotmail.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Matt Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
Phone: 206-388-3325 
Email: r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 
Contact: Hunter and Molly 
Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 
Email: mollyhadaway@ 
comcast.net 


Lynnwood 10am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
For Women Only 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: Phil Smidt, 

James Dahlman 

Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Tony Bolander 

Contact: Tony Bolander 

Phone: 206-979-881 1 

Email: tonybolander@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Mark Kaetzel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney 
Contact: Michael Adeney 
Phone: 206-240-7589 
Email: mwadeney@ 
u.washington.edu 


Phinney Ridge 10am 

Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Queene Anne 7pm 

Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: 206-300-0960 

Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Redmond 

Led By: Jesse Winkler 
Contact: Jesse Winkler 

Phone: 425-558-9433 

Email: jessewinkler@verizon.net 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


So. Issaquah 7pm 

Led By: David Nelson 

Contact: David and 

Sammi Nelson 

Phone: 425-432-0748 

Email: applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 
Led By: Josh Dougherty 
Contact: Josh Dougherty 
Phone: 360-620-2180 
Email: doughj@spu.edu 


University District 7pm 

Led By: Jacob Beers 

Contact: Jacob Beers 

Phone: 206-524-3396 

Email: joeers707 @hotmail.com 


Wallingford 

Led By: Paul Miller 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-547-0635 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


WEDNESDAY 


Crown Hill 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 
Contact: Molly Hadaway 
Phone: 206-368-8952 
Email: mollyhadaway@ 
comcast.net 

For Women Only 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Jamie Wallace 

Contact: Jamie Wallace 

Phone: 425-605-4524 

Email: jamie@jamieandholly.com 


THURSDAY 


Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 

Contact: Tim and Dulci Klassen 
Phone: 425-373-3377 

Email: timndulc@hotmail.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Danielle Blazer 
Phone: 425-316-6803 
Email: DaniBlazer@aol.com 
For Women Only 
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Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Bryan Ver Beek 
Contact: Bryan and 

Krista Ver Beek 

Phone: 206-783-8098 

Email: bkverbeek@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7pm 

Led By: Richard Harleman 
Contact: Richard Harleman 
Phone: 425-205-9367 

Email: raharleman@hotmail.com 


Kirkland 6:30 PM 

Led By: Micah Stroh 

Contact: Michelle Bates 

Phone: (206) 313-7757 

Email: Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7:30pm 

Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-372-2694 
Email: bina@nwirp.org 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Eric Youngblut 
Contact: Eric and Carla 
Youngblut 

Phone: 206-219-9125 
Email: ericandcarla@ 
youngblut.net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Queen Anne 7pm 
Led By: Torrey Maben 
Contact: Torrey Maben 
Phone: 206-285-7027 
Email: torreyn@ 
marshillchurch.org 


FRIDAY 


Bainbridge Island 

Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 

Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


North Seattle 

Led By: Paul Petry 

Contact: Paul and Jonna Petry 
Email: pastorpaul@ 
marshillchurch.org 


Redmond 10am 

Led By: Angie Winkler 

Contact: Angela Winkler 

Phone: 425-558-9433 

Email: angelawinkler@verizon.net 
For Women Only 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 
Contact: Mike and 

Trisha Wilkerson 

Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be 
directed first to your local church. The does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 
By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 
By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 
if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 

Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 



































Dat B t ivi # of Gi Att 
ate udge Giving of Givers endance (July 1, 2004- May 22, 2005) 
April 17 $65,000.00 $70,633.00 360 3606 
Total Given $3,054,307.58 
April 24 $65,000.00 $73,837.00 371 3622 Households 2173 
Average Giving $130.15/mo. 
May 1 $65,000.00 $54,419.00 319 3207 Pet Household 
May 8 $65,000.00 $88,019.00 387 3009 EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
May 15 $65,000.00 $67,651.00 352 3451 Due to a growing church body 
May 22 $65,000.00 | $70,693.00 384 3501 and space limitations we lave 
purchased a new facility one 


MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 


$600,000 


block North at 1401 NW 50th. 


We need to raise 3 million dollars 





$500,000 


in the next 16 months — for full 
details check out the “EXPAND” 





$400,000 


FLYER or go to 
www.marshillchurch.org. 





$300,000 





$200,000 


Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,050,228 
Number of 

Giving Households 732 











$100,000 


We ask that each household 
pray and do what they can to 
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contribute to our church project 
— if every person does their part, 














July 


August September 


October November 


December 


January 


February | March April we should be able to reach our 





E Monthly Budget 





$192,000.00 





$235,000.00 | $188,000.00 








$245,000.00 | $196,000.00 








$300,000.00 





$277,500.00 





$222,000.00 | $222,000.00 | $260,000.00 

















E Actual Given 


$192,086.00 


$218,323.61 | $191,265.43 


$264,387.49 | $214,880.35 


$589,176.92 


$298,186.00 


$290,209.00 | $221,887.19 | $294,009.00 goal as we continue to reach the 








*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 


city of Seattle for Christ. 





Exploring Expansion 
By Pastor James Harlem an M 


Palm Trees. Clay tile roofing. Rolling Waves. Air Conditioning. 
The scorching sun of Carlsbad, California near San Diego 
greeted us as we arrived at our intended destination. Pastor 
Jamie Munson, Bubba Jennings and | flew to San Diego to 
visit North Coast Church, an older church with a Sunday 
attendance of about 6,000. We spent time with Pastor Larry 
Osborne to discuss the joys and trials they faced as God 
has grown them throughout the years, gleaning wisdom from 
fellow pastors as we expand to become an urban campus. 
We also made time for swimming and mini-golf, but that’s 
another story. 

On Sunday, attendees at North Coast Church take 
shuttles and reach an outdoor plaza with information and re- 
freshment. Attendees filter into one of five venues and experi- 
ence a live service with distinctive ambiance and music. The 
sermon is live in one of the rooms, but broadcast to the other 
venues; we sat in a video venue as attendees followed along 
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in their Bible, scribbling notes and laughing at the pastor's 
jokes, exiting after service to intermingle with the greater 
body in the plaza. This is only one of many approaches large 
churches throughout the country are exploring in different 
ways to handle space and growth; the church is healthy as 
many hands work together to accomplish both the corporate 
gathering and discipleship during the week in sermon-based 
growth groups and other ministries. 

While the evolution of our Sunday format won't mimic 
their style (outdoor plazas don't work well in the rainy city, for 
one thing) it was encouraging to see a unique expression of 
God's church thinking through how to impact their time and 
place; determining what is cross-cultural and how we need to 
contextualize here will be critical as we finalize plans for how 
our growth will take shape in Ballard and greater Seattle. 

Your elders thank you for prayers, offerings, and as- 
sistance as we expand our presence here in Ballard over 
the next 16 months. For more information on our Expansion 
Project, pick up the flyer at any Information Desk or check out 
information, video and visuals at www.marshillchurch.org. 4 
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New to Mars Hill? Not Connected? 


Explore the Gospel Class 

Classes start Sunday July 10th, 3:00-4:45 

This class is designed to be the first point of connection 
for those considering Mars Hill as their church home, for 
a season or for a lifetime. It also serves as the theological 
foundation from which our theology and community springs. 

Content of the class includes an overview The Scriptures, 
God, Creation, Sin, Salvation, Stewardship, The Missional 
Church, Spiritual Gifts, and Mars Hill Church's core values, 
giving everyone a healthy overview of basic biblical theology 
and how this plays out philosophically and practically in the 
way we embody the gospel to the neighborhood in which 
we live. 

We ask that every potential church member take this 
class to assess how they feel about God, the gospel, and 
Mars Hill Church, praying for discernment and growth as 
they choose a local body of believers to call their family. 
(this class is required for church membership and any of our 
subsequent “Capstone” Classes). 


Dinner Picnics on Bainbridge Island 
Feel like kickin it Kitsap County style? Join Bob and Dixie 
Moore for a little fellowship, a little food, a little ferry-riding, 
June 30, July 21, or August 25. Contact the Moore's for 
details: rim@bainbridge.net, (206) 842 1402 

Mars Hill Church offers other support ministries and recov- 


Recovery Groups 





ery groups for dealing with the pains of living life in a fallen 
world. Support and Recovery Groups include: Sanctuary 
(loss of child/miscarriage), The Wounded Heart (for men and 
women dealing with past sexual abuse), Women's Recovery 
(general), Alcohol Recovery for Men, Recovery for Sexual 
Addiction (men), and Homosexuality transformation. For 
more information about Mars Hill Recovery Groups, e-mail: 
lisa@marshillchurch.org 


7:15 Service Crew 

Do you attend our new 7:15pm service? Be a hospitable host 
to those who are coming to hear about Jesus and worship 
alongside us. Jay Edmark needs more volunteers to help with 
cleanup after this service. Email jay@marshillchurch.org 


Men: Time to Step Up! 

Men of Mars Hill it is time for you to step up and take respon- 
sibility for the teaching of scripture to the coming generation 
of leaders. Children’s ministry is looking for men with a desire 
to serve and lead in this crucial area of ministering to kids. 
As men we are called to and responsible for loving, serving 
and leading our wives, church and children. Jericho Junction 
is on Wednesday nights and runs from Oct. to June. We are 
looking for 4 men who desire to give back a portion of what 
they have been given and have a desire to man up to their 
God-given responsibility by performing in our Wednesday 
night Children’s Ministry drama. If you are a man who is 
ready to advance his faith by serving, loving and leading the 
children of Mars Hill please contact Tami Mckinley about this 
opportunity to serve. Email: tami@marshillchurch.org 


The Breakfast Club 


Saturday mornings at 10am [a.k.a. “breakfast with Bubba”). 
This is a great ministry for new church goers to get con- 
nected with our church. With the new building becoming a 
reality the church really needs to build this ministry over the 
next year. Ephesians 4:12,13 & Ephesians 2:10, 11. Email: 
jay@marshillchurch.org 


Regulators 

We are short-handed on security volunteers for all the 
Sunday services. As our attendance increases people have 
to park further away. This means we need more security vol- 
unteers in order to keep an eye on all their possessions. We 
have had a few instances of break-ins lately, and would like 
to show a presence in order to prevent future occurrences. 
Email: jay@marshillchurch.org 


Wednesdays at Gasworks 
Kicking off June 22 at 6pm 


What is it? 

It's pretty simple. We have reserved the large shelter and 
BBQ area for our use. The grills will be up and running by 
about 6pm for people to use. Bring your own meat (or fake 
meat) and, if you like, something to share. There will be 
volleyball, frisbee, etc. until around 7:30, when we'll gather 
people together for some teaching followed by a time for 
small group questions/interaction. Afterwards, people 
will probably head back to playing some more sports and 
wander around until dark. 


What’s the point? 

Mars Hill members Torrey, Kabyn and Risa have a huge pas- 
sion for this ministry and really enjoy doing it. It’s an oppor- 
tunity to do something different for a season and learn more 
about serving and hospitality. As church leadership takes 
some time to regroup for a busy fall, these volunteers will 
be providing an opportunity for MH members and attendees 
to gather midweek for some food, fellowship, and teaching. 
It also provides a great opportunity to introduce friends and 
neighbors to Mars Hill and Jesus. 
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Buy the Farm! 

Jesus tells the story of a man who is beaten, robbed and 
left in a ditch. A priest sees the wounded man and keeps 
walking. Another religious leader does the same. Finally, 
a common man sees the man, beaten and helpless, and 
stops to help. Ultimately, the man will give of his own 
resources to nurse the injured man back to health. 

Rob Smith, founder of Agathos, is like the “common 
man.” Rob came across 1,200 children in the township 
of Loskop, South Africa and has given of his resources in 
order to help. He now calls on other passers-by to stop 
and help. 

Richard Harleman is working with the Agathos 
Foundation to begin the Mars Hill farm initiative, seeking 
those called to pool their resources to give these children 
much needed care. He is helping raise money for the 
down payment of a 1,000 acre, self-sustained farm in 
South Africa that will house and care for 1,200 orphans 
and widows affected by AIDS. Contributors pledge $25 
per month for six years. 


See the World, Spread the Gospel 

MH South Africa Project Team 

July 31st through August 20th 

Join other Mars Hillians on a 3 week trip to Loskop, South 

Africa. There you will live and work with orphans and widows 

at the Agathos Foundation’s Cottages at Injasuti. You will 

join a Project Team of ten from SPU which will already be 

on the ground. Help stage a concert to raise awareness for 

orphans. Hike, safari and African braais’ are included. 
Contact projects@agathosfoundation.org for further 

information or visit www.agathosfoundation.org. One or 

two week stays in country are available. 

Fee: $3,000 





parsons 


songs for the 
people 


take home mars hill music for $10. 
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= 
for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 





sunday services 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(children’s ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 

gospel class (sundays, starting July 10) 

The first point of connection for those consider- 
ing Mars Hill as their church home. Content of the 
class covers our core values, biblical theology, our 
mission and how to participate with us spiritually 
and practically. 

Gasworks Park Gathering 

(wednesdays at 6pm) 

The tradition continues, June 22 to August 17. 
See page 15 for details. 

[proxy] (teens at MH) 

On hiatus for the summer. Come to Gasworks! 
jericho junction (wednesday evenings) 
On hiatus for the summer. Go to Gasworks! 

“the breakfast club” 

(10:00 am saturday mornings at Mars Hill Church) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Contact 
jay@marshillchurch.org for more details. 


also in june & early july 





New Member Day! 

June 18, 9am - 3pm 
Those who complete the spring Gospel Class will 
join us for this special day of getting to know each 


other and becoming members of Mars Hill Church. 


Childcare and hospitality provided. For more 
information about membership, email 
membership@marshillchurch.org 


film & theology (monthly) 
June 17th, 6:45 pm (free) 
“The Incredibles” 
This great film has a lot to say about family, hero- 
ism, and conformity. Join us for the full-length film, 
followed by teaching and discussion. 


The Coalition (skate ministry) 

email Kimo for details: shredgnar@aol.com 
June 18, 2 to 4pm 

Sea SK8 (across from EMP) 
June 25, 2 to 4pm 

Burien Skatepark 
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Sunday Services Gospel Class Covenant MH Outdoors 
Capstone Classes Capstone Classes Trivia Night Mt. Erie 
[proxy] Paradox Concert 
Jericho Junction 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Sunday Services Flag Day Film and Theology New Member Day! 
The Incredibles The Breakfast Club 
Coalition Session 
Covenant Sea SKB 
Arena Football Paradox Concert 
MH Outdoors 
Wenatchee Raft 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Sunday Services Gasworks Park ue Penan Club 
; ‘oalition Session 
; Careia Burien Skatepark 
Father’s Day MH Outdoors 
Hike Muir 
Covenant 
Golden Gardens 
26 27 28 29 30 july 1 2 
Sunday Services Gasworks Park Dinner Picnic on The Breakfast Club 
Gathering Bainbrdige Island Paradox Concert 
Jason Webley 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 


Sunday Services Independence Day 


Gathering 


covenant ministry 


Gasworks Park 


The Breakfast Club 


paradox concerts (Always All Ages) 


email covenant@marshillchurch.org for de- 
tails 
June 10, 7pm 
Trivia Night at Mars Hill! 
June 17, 6:30pm 
Everett Events Center: Everett Hawks take on 
Miami in Professional Indoor Arena Football 
June 25, 6:30 - 11pm 
Golden Gardens Beach (weather permitting) 


mars hill outdoors 
email contact for details 
June 11 
Climbing, Mt. Erie 
jersey_climbgirl@yahoo.com 
June 18 
Rafting, Wenatchee 
estuderus@ci.everett.wa.us 
June 25 
Hike, Muir 
lisamdale@hotmail.com 


BODYLIFE 


We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a 
very practical, hospitable outreach to our local 
music scene. Check out www.theparadox.org 
for more information on concerts. 

June 11, 7:30pm - Cost: $7 
Bands: Himsa, The Answer, Killing the Dream, 
Owen Hart, and The Helm. 
Buy tickets at ticketweb.com 

June 18, 8pm - Cost: $7 
Bands: Damien Jurado, History Invades, and Suf- 
fering and the Hideous Thieves 

June 24, 8pm - Cost: $7 
Bands: Razrez, Izabelle, and Cloud Cult 


